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Education costs indeveloping countries for achieving SDG Goal 4

Educationfor All Global Monitoring Report
In order to achieve 2030 SGD Goal 4 - Quality Education for All,
it will cost an average of US$1.25 a day per child in developing
countries (low and lower-middle income countries) to provide a
full cycle of pre primary through secondary education (13 years).
The largest share of this cost, 88%, will be borne by developing
countries. On an average, the
international funding gap is just 15 cents a day per child. Lack of
adequate funds has been one of the major and common reasons
among (low and lower –middle income countries) for not being
able to provide quality education for all. Low income countries
will need to increase spending in terms of GDP on pre-primary,
primary and secondary education by 50%. In order to fill the gap,
donor countries would need to increase the volume of aid by at
least six times, part of this can be covered by better targeting of
aid currently going to upper middle income countries or to postsecondary education.
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A college dropout, who runs a general store, Rajesh Kumar Sharma
runs a school named Under the Bridge school, around 200 children
from close by slums attend his school that functions from 9.00
a.m. to 2.00 p.m. in two batches 9.00 a.m.
to 12 noon for primary school children and from 12 noon to 2.00
p.m. for high school girls. This school is run under the metro rail
flyover near the Yamuna Bank metro station in New Delhi. The
children are taught to read, write basics of English, Hindi,
science, mathematics, history and geography.
Though the school does not follow any fixed syllabus and has no
government approval, it achieves the purpose of a school,
imparting education and building confidence levels in the
children. This school was an initiative started in 2007 after seeing
the condition of the children in the area. Rajesh Kumar
realised that the parents of these children were mostly farmers
and daily wagers, and were poor and also there were no schools in
the vicinity and hence could not be sent to schools. The efforts of
Rajesh Kumar have paid off and around 60 children from his
school have been admitted to a municipal school. The Delhi metro
authorities have constructed platform for teachers to stand on and
teach; IAS aspirants, students from reputed universities devotee
their time here and teach the students.

Uniqueness about Japan’s Education System
Japan is one of the top performing countries for literacy, science and maths in
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) group of
countries. Japanese primary school lasts for six years. In Japan, the school
system is generally called the ―6-3-3-4-year system, which places primary
school education as the foundational stage of the entire school system. Students
go through six years of elementary school, three years of junior high school, and
three years of high school before deciding whether they want to go to university.
Although there are kindergartens for preschool education, these kindergartens
do not form a part of the compulsory education system. Compared to the
kindergarten enrolment rate of 60%, the primary school enrolment rate exceeds
99%, proving primary schools to be the essential institutions responsible for the
fundamental education of all Japanese citizens. High school is not compulsory
but enrolment is close to 98%.
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Story of Rajesh Kumar Sharma’s- Under the Bridge School

